
Intermediate Microeconomics with Calculus 
University of Montana 

ECON 301 
Spring 2020 

 
  
INSTRUCTOR: Professor Kellenberg 
CLASS HOURS: TTh, 11:00 AM -12:20 PM  
CLASS LOCATION: Liberal Arts 338 
OFFICE HOURS: MW 1:00-2:00 PM (or by appointment) 
OFFICE LOCATION: Liberal Arts 404 
TELEPHONE: 243-5612 
EMAIL: Derek.Kellenberg@umontana.edu 
 
CLASS TA:     Kurt Swimley 
TA Email:   Kurt.Swimley@umconnect.umt.edu 
TA Office Hours:  TTh, 3:00 – 5:00 PM & W, 11:00AM – 12:00 PM 
TA Office Location:  LA 409 
 
Note: The following syllabus defines the rules and important dates for the semester; however, I reserve 
the right to make changes if the need arises. 
 

Course Prerequisites:  ECNS 201 and M 162 or equivalent. 
 
Course Description 
 
This course extends principle microeconomic concepts and theory to an intermediate 
level by introducing more advanced mathematical and analytical techniques to concepts 
of consumer choice, profit maximization, and firm strategy in a variety of market 
structures.  Topics to be covered over the course of the semester include consumer 
utility maximization, production functions, profit maximization and market distortions. 
Later in the semester we will also be looking at the first general welfare theorem and 
problems associated with market failure and public goods.  The goal of the course is to 
give you a solid analytical framework for analyzing microeconomic problems, which are 
crucial for success in upper division field courses, business management, and public 
policy analysis. 
 
 
Course Text 
 
The required text for the course is Microeconomics: An Intuitive Approach with Calculus, 
2nd Ed. by Thomas Nechyba.  Over the course of the semester we will cover a great deal 
of information, and I strongly urge you to keep up with reading the chapters as we cover 
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them in class.  There will be times during lecture when we will move quickly through 
topics and it will be paramount that you use the book and accompanying notes to help 
you solidify the concepts that we cover in class.  You can either buy an online version of 
the text (see below) or you may buy a loose-leaf copy with an access code from the 
bookstore.  With either option you will be required to register for the class at 
www.cengage.com.  On this website you will have access to the complete e-text and will 
complete your homework assignments.   Instructions for registration with Cengage 
MindTap can be found below. 
 
How to access your MindTap course 
Registration 

1. Connect to the Cengage website. 
2. Follow the prompts to register for our MindTap course. 

Payment 
After registering for our course, you will need to pay for access using one of the options 
below: 

Online: You can pay online using a credit or debit card, or PayPal. 
Bookstore: You may purchase an access code to MindTap at the University bookstore 
that can be entered in the registration process above. 
Free Trial: If you are unable to pay at the start of the semester you may choose to 
access MindTap until 11:59 PM on 01/27/2020 during your free trial. After the free trial 
ends you will be required to pay for access. 
 

Please note: At the end of the free trial period, your course access will be suspended 
until your payment has been made. All your scores and course activity will be saved and 
will be available to you after you pay for access. 

Class Notes 
 
Incomplete lecture notes will be posted on the Moodle class website before each 
lecture.  Lecture notes will typically be available at least 24 hours in advance of lecture.  
I encourage you to print them out before each class and bring them to class to fill in the 
missing sections.  I will NOT give out or email the completed notes if you miss class.  If 
you miss lecture for any reason, it is YOUR responsibility to get the completed notes 
from someone else in class. 
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Grading 
 
Grading for the course will consist of a participation/attendance grade, five online 
homework assignments, and four exams.  The breakdown of the grades and dates for 
each homework and exam are as follows: 
 
Grade Item   % of Grade  Date 
Participation/Attendance       15%  Daily 
Homework Score                      40%  Weekly 
Midterm Exam 1        15%  Thursday, Feb. 6 
Midterm Exam 1        15%  Thursday, Mar. 5 
Midterm Exam 1        15%  Thursday, Apr. 23 
 
Comp. Final Exam         15%  Monday, May 4th  
       (8:00 -10:00 AM) 
 
 
Participation and Homework 
 
During the term I will occasionally present in-class problems or quizzes for you to work 
on.  These will typically be problems that you can work on in groups.  Your participation 
grade will be based on your presence and performance on these problems and quizzes.  
Your participation/attendance grade will make up 15% of your overall class grade.   
 
There will also be approximately 17-19 online homework assignments over the course 
of the semester.  There will be one homework assignment for each chapter we cover so 
you should expect approximately 1 homework assignment per week.  Homework 
assignments will be posted and completed on the Cengage class website.  Late 
homework assignments will NOT be accepted.  If you cannot complete your homework 
on the respective due dates then you should plan to complete them early.  Your 
homework assignments will constitute 40% of your overall class grade.  I will drop the 
lowest score of all your homework assignments and your overall homework score will 
be based on the average of all of your homework scores.  Each homework assignment 
will carry equal weight (even if different homework assignments have different numbers 
of problems).  
 
Exams 
 
There will be three midterm exams, each worth 15% of your overall class grade.   THERE 
WILL BE NO MAKE-UP EXAMS.  There will be no exceptions to this rule. If you miss an 
exam or are unsatisfied with one of your midterm exam scores you will be allowed to 
drop one of your midterm scores.  Each midterm exam will cover the material since the 
prior exam.  The Final Exam will be comprehensive. 



 
Exam Drop Policy 
 
If you miss an exam or are unsatisfied with one of your midterm exam scores you will be 
allowed to drop one of your midterm scores.  Please be aware that I do not allow you to 
drop one of your midterm exams simply to be “nice”.  Over the course of the semester 
there are always people who will experience some sort of illness or personal or family 
hardship or other scheduling conflicts.  As such, I allow each of you to drop one midterm 
exam as a form of insurance policy against unforeseen events so that you can tend to 
any personal or family matters without it affecting your overall grade.  DO NOT make 
the mistake of slacking off early in the semester thinking you can simply drop that exam 
later. If something comes up later in the semester that causes you to miss a midterm 
exam then you will have to accept the poor performance on the midterm you 
missed/failed earlier as part of your overall class score. 
 
Course Drop and Grade Change Policy:  Course drops and grade changes are subject to 
the policies and official dates set by the Office of the Registrar.  Course drop and grade 
change dates can be found here. 
 
A Word on Cheating and Plagiarism:  Do not do it!  All students are expected to abide 
by the University of Montana Student Conduct Code.  Any violators of the Student Code 
of Conduct will be subject to punishment as outlined in the Student Code.  For more 
information on the Student Code of Conduct please consult the following website.  
    
Students with Disabilities: If you are a student with a disability who will require 
reasonable program modifications in this course, please meet with Disability Services for 
Students in Lommasson 154 for assistance in developing a plan to address program 
modifications.  If you are already working with Disability Services, please arrange to 
meet with me during my office hours to discuss reasonable modifications that may be 
necessary.  For more information, visit the Disability Services website. 
 
Classroom Policies:  I reserve the right to ask you to leave the classroom for the day if I 
perceive that you are being disruptive in any way to me or others in class.   I view 
disruptive behavior to include things like talking on a cell phone, texting, tweeting, 
emailing, surfing the web, reading a newspaper or doing crossword puzzles during class 
time.  Cell phones must be put away (out of sight and ringers turned off) at all times. 
 
 
 
Course Outline 
 
The outline of topics set below is an ambitious schedule and we may not get to some of 
the chapters at the end…but we are going to try.  The dates for exams are set and will 
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not be changed unless there are necessary circumstances.  I will let you know the week 
prior to each midterm exam exactly what chapters the exam will cover.  

 
Spring 2020 Schedule for ECNS 301 

 
 Tuesday Thursday 
Week 1: 
1/14 & 1/16 

Introduction Reading: Nechyba Ch. 0 (online 
only), 1 & 2 

Week 2: 
1/21 & 1/23 

Reading: Nechyba Ch. 0 
(online only), 1 & 2 cont’d 

Reading: Nechyba Ch. 4A 

Week 3: 
1/28 & 1/30 

Reading: Nechyba Ch. 5A-
5B.1.3 

Reading: Nechyba Ch. 6A-6B.1.2 
 

Week 4: 
2/4 & 2/6 

Reading: Nechyba Ch. 6A-
6B.1.2 cont’d 

EXAM 1 

Week 5: 
2/11  & 2/13 

Reading: Nechyba Ch. 7 Reading: Nechyba Ch. 7 cont’d 

Week 6: 
2/18 & 2/20 

Reading: Nechyba Ch. 9A-
9B.1 

Reading: Nechyba Ch. 9A-9B.1 
cont’d 

Week 7: 
2/25 & 2/27 

Reading: Nechyba Ch. 10A Reading: Nechyba Ch. 11A-11B.3 

Week 8: 
3/3 & 3/5 

Reading: Nechyba Ch. 11A-
11B.3 cont’d 

EXAM 2 

Week 9: 
3/10 & 3/12 

Reading: Nechyba Ch. 12A Reading: Nechyba Ch. 13A 

Week 10: 
3/17 & 3/19 

SPRING BREAK  SPRING BREAK 

Week 11: 
3/24 & 3/26 

Reading: Nechyba Ch. 14A Reading: Nechyba Ch. 15A 

Week 12: 
3/31 & 4/2 

Reading: Nechyba Ch. 18A-
18.B.1.1 

Reading: Nechyba Ch. 19A 

Week 13: 
4/7 & 4/9 

Reading: Nechyba Ch. 21A Reading: Nechyba Ch. 22A 

Week 14: 
4/14 & 4/16 

Reading: Nechyba Ch. 23A-
23B.1.4 

Reading: Nechyba Ch. 25A 

Week 15: 
4/21 & 4/23 

Reading: Nechyba Ch. 26A EXAM 3 

Week 16: 
4/28 & 4/30 

NO CLASS 
Online Assignment Day 

NO CLASS 
Study Day for Final Exam 

Week 17: 
5/6 

Final Exam Date, Monday May 4 from 8:00 -10:00 AM. 
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